Differential glutamate immunoreactivity in glial cells of the retino-recipient layer of the viper optic tectum following retinal ablation. A quantitative EM immunogold study.
In normal conditions, retino-tectal terminals are densely glutamate-immunoreactive. During the degenerative process of these terminals, a significant increase of glutamate immunoreactivity has been exclusively observed in microglial cells. It is suggested that this phenomenon is consecutive to the synthesis of glutamate by these cells after their activation by degenerating optic terminals.